Divorce Flowchart
The only ground for a divorce is that the marriage has broken down irretrievably and either yourself, or your spouse, is habitually
resident or domiciled in England and Wales.
If you are of the view that the marriage is over then the first step is set out as follows:
No

Have you been married for at least 1 year?

You cannot get a divorce until you
have been married for 1 year.

Yes

Do you wish to proceed solely or jointly with your spouse?
Solely

The divorce application is drafted for your approval
before being sent to your spouse or their solicitor
for any comments they might wish to make.
Your spouse’s consent to the issued divorce is not
necessary.
To finalise the application, we will require as
follows:
The original or official certified copy of
the marriage certificate;
Your spouse’s most recent address; and
Your spouse’s used email address.
Please note that the general rule is that costs are not encouraged
unless the other party causes a hold up with the divorce. To seek
costs a formal application would be required.
28 days to be issued by the court

Upon the application being submitted, the court
fee of £593 will be payable (unless you are
entitled to help with fees due to a low income).
The court will issue the application and serve on
your spouse within 28 days.

Jointly

The divorce application is drafted.

The application is sent to your spouse or their
solicitor for their approval.

The application will be returned for submission
alongside the court fee of £593 (unless you are
entitled to help with fees due to a low income).
28 days to be issued by the court

The court will issue the application and
serve on both parties within 28 days.
14 days to confirm receipt by both parties

Each party must confirm receipt of notice of
issue within 14 days of issuing.
20 weeks from issue to apply for first order

14 days for acknowledgement by spouse

Your spouse will then have 14 days to complete and
submit an acknowledgement of service with the court.
20 weeks from issue to apply for first order

If the proceedings are not disputed, the first stage
divorce order called the ‘conditional order’ can be
applied for once 20 weeks has passed since issuing.
6 weeks and 1 day from first order

Once 6 weeks (and 1 day) has passed from the
conditional order, the final divorce order can be
applied for. This will complete the divorce.
Please note it is advisable that you do not apply for the final divorce
order until the finances have been resolved and set out within a
financial consent order.
A further 3 months has passed

If you do not apply at this time, once a
further 3 months has passed, the spouse
can apply for the final divorce order.

If your spouse in a sole application were to dispute
the proceedings, they will have 35 days from the date
of service to file an answer. An application can only
be disputed on very limited grounds such as, for
example, due to jurisdictional issues.

Both parties must apply for the first divorce
order called the conditional order which can be
applied for once 20 weeks has passed.
6 weeks and 1 day from first order

Once 6 weeks (and 1 day) has passed from the
conditional order, the final divorce order can be
applied for. This will complete the divorce.
Both parties must apply for the final order.
Please note it is advisable that you do not apply for the final
divorce order until the finances have been resolved and set out
within a financial consent order.
14 days’ notice to spouse

If one party does not agree to apply
for the final divorce order, one party
can proceed alone.
They must give 14 days’ notice to the
spouse before applying.

A divorce under either a sole, or joint
application will take no less than 6 months
to conclude.
This can take longer if the final divorce
order is delayed until the financial matters
have been concluded and drawn up into a
financial consent order.

